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ted.  This is the feedback process in sales.  
Make sure to mirror both the content and 
the emotion of what you have heard. 

In sales, we use the phrase, “If I’m 
hearing you correctly, you have just told 
me _____. Is that right?”  The next step 
is for the inviter to tell the listener if they 
got it right.  “Yes, that’s right,” or “No, 
that’s not right.”  No judgment or criti-
cism is permitted if they did not get it 
right.   Simply point out what the listener 
heard correctly, and re-state the parts 
they didn’t.  

Once the listener is able to positively 
feedback what they have heard, they next 
step is for the listener to ask, “Is there 
more?”  The process continues until there 
isn’t any more.  It is not necessary for the 
parties to switch roles after the topic is 
wrapped up.  Like the label says, “Use as 
needed.”  It is recommended you start 
with something minor to get the hang of 
the technique. 
* From Ray and Star Silverman’s class,  
“The Spiritual Dimensions of Marriage.” 
 

 

Raymond and Mildred Pitcairn (here with Mamie and Dwight Eisenhower) 
cared deeply for marriage.  They brought wonderful examples of marriage in 
art into their home.  These exquisite pieces can be seen at the Glencairn Mu-
seum.  Ask for “The Marriage in Art Tour.”

Robert and Siti Winterhalter are 
completely sold on marriage for 

eternity.  They found the New 
Church on September 28, 2007, and 
will be baptized September 28, 2008.  
This past spring they took Ray and 
Star Silverman’s course “The Spiri-

tual Dimensions of Marriage.” 
Robert is a National Sales Trainer 

for Countrywide Bank.  
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Movie Review 
Fireproof 
Director: Alex Kendrick 
Cast: Kirk Cameron, Erin Bethea, Alex Kendrick,  

 Bailey Cave 

Fireproof is an incredible movie produced by a congrega-
tion in Georgia.  None of the actors (who were almost all 
from the congregation) were paid, and only the two leads had 
ever acted before, but the power and humor of this movie 
comes through loud and clear.  Perhaps it has to do with the 
fact that there was a prayer team working 24-7 throughout the 
production of this film.  Actually when the film first screened, 
there was a red carpet, but it was not for the actors or the pro-
ducers or even the fundraisers – it was for the prayer team. 

Fireproof is a potent story about real marriage and the 
struggles that attack it.  It addresses adultery, pornography, 
anger and control, yet in so tasteful a manner that children 
can see it and hear the message that marriage is worth fight-
ing for.  The movie opens the weekend of September 26th 
and the more people who go that weekend the better are its 
chances to impact our culture for marriage and prayer.  Do 
something for your own marriage, or for the marriages of 
people you may never meet, and take the time to go see this 
touching movie.  We are part of the effort to change the cul-
ture around marriage and this movie can make a difference.  
You will never use salt and pepper shakers again without 
smiling. 

 Web previews at: 
 http://www.growthtrac.com/fireproof/ 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M5lSu6GkC2k 
http://titletrakkmovienews.blogspot.com/2007/10/fireproof-movie-update.html 
http://mikelwisler.blogspot.com/2008/06/fireproof-film-review-release-date-09.html 
http://www.challies.com/archives/dvd-reviews/movie-review-fireproof.php 
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Growing Marriages = Growing Churches 

The New Church has been relatively unknown for the last couple of centuries, and 
true love (I mean genuine married love, not Hollywood romance) has been uncommon. 
The teachings given to the New Church foretold that the church would remain among a 
few “until the church grows and comes to its fullness” (Apocalypse Explained 756). We 
pray that the time is upon us when the church will spread to many and true marriage 
love will be raised up again. With that prayer in our 
hearts, our denomination, the General Church of the New 
Jerusalem, is embarking on an effort to bring millions of 
people closer to the Lord as He now reveals Himself. A 
vital part of our effort to have a healthy, growing church 
is to promote healthy, growing marriages. This is one of 
our core values because spiritual growth and marital 
growth go hand in hand. There are many reasons why 
helping marriages grow helps the church grow as well. 

1. A marriage is a church. 
The real church is not a building but people in whom 

the Lord is present, both as groups and as individuals.  A 
marriage where there is real love is a more complete ex-
ample of the church than an individual, because in a cou-
ple there is a more complete combination of love and 
wisdom than we find in an individual. “People - both men 
and women - are the church, and still more so husbands 
and wives together” (Married Love 125). “The Divine 
good and the Divine truth proceed from the Lord united, 
therefore they must be united in an angel of heaven and in 
a person of the church. This union is by no means possible 
except by the marriage of two minds into one.” A person cannot become spiritual and 
heavenly “except by the marriage of good and truth from the Lord, and not fully except 
by the marriage of two minds and two bodies” (Apocalypse Explained 984.2,3).    

A larger church, such as a congregation is simply a gathering of smaller churches 
that are individuals and couples, and the health of the larger church is the sum of the 
health of the individuals and couples within it. 

2. The church and true married love go together. 
When we look at the growth of the church in the past we find that many of the 

people who have joined as adults began their interest in the church by falling in love 
with someone already in the church.  This is not surprising, since our principle and ide-
als are at the core of who we are as people.  Falling in love with the real person is fal-
ling in love with what they care about the most.  

“The origin of the church and the origin of married love have the same seat in a 
person, and they are locked in a continual embrace” (Married Love 238). 

“The human inclination towards marriage goes hand in hand with religion at every 

Not everyone is married, 
and some have no hope 
that their marriage can 
grow. Sometimes the Lord 
challenges our love to grow 
by leaving us in a situation 
where loving seems impos-
sible. He wants us to learn 
to give real love even 
when it is hard to do so. 
We can't judge the spiritual 
quality of any marriage or 
of any individual, but we 
can pass on tools and prac-
tices the Lord has given 
that help the church and 
marriages grow. Be as-
sured that your love for 
marriage and your ability 
to give love can grow, even 
if you are not in a working 
marriage.  
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step.  Every little step and every stride away from relig-
ion or towards religion is also a step or stride away 
from or towards the marital inclination that is peculiar 
and proper to a Christian person” (Married Love 80). 

3. Marriage is good for children. 
Many of the new members of the church are babies 

born to parents who are in the church.  Naturally, par-
ents who want the best for their children want them to 
have the Lord and heaven in their lives.  This is one of 
the ways in which marriages bring about the growth of 
the church. 

It is not just through birth but through raising of 
children that marriages benefit kids.  On just about 
every measure, children of parents who stay married do 
better than children whose parents divorce or don't 
marry. Children with divorced or unmarried parents are 
far more likely to suffer poverty, addiction, illness, 
abuse, school drop-out, emotional illness, jail and early 
death. And those who beat these odds are still more 
likely to suffer divorce and broken relationships as 
adults.   

Children who grow up in healthy marriages not 
only have more support for being useful productive 
members of society, but also have more support for 
their spiritual life. The Writings for the New Church 
explain: “The children born of a couple who enjoy true 
married love inherit from their parents the principle of 
the marriage of good and truth, which gives them the 
inclination and ability to perceive what has to do with 
wisdom in the case of a son, and to love the teachings 
of wisdom in the case of a daughter” (Married Love 
202). “No one can be reformed unless he shuns adulter-
ies as infernal and loves marriages as heavenly. In this and in no other way is heredi-
tary evil broken and rendered milder in the offspring” (Apocalpse Explained 989). “It is 
true that the earth might be filled with inhabitants by fornications and adulteries as well 
as by marriages, but not heaven; and for the reason that hell is from adulteries but 
heaven from marriages” (Apocalpse Explained 988).   

4. Love for marriage makes us more loving. 
It certainly is a romantic notion that a person might overcome all kinds of chal-

lenges and shortcomings for the sake of true love, and many people become heroes for 
the sake of love.  Yet all of us who strive to love marriage can gain the ability to tran-
scend our pettiness and selfishness and become genuinely loving people. 

“The married love which comes from joining together [love and wisdom] is the 

These two are not sepa-
rated by the death of the 

one, since the spirit of the 
deceased partner dwells 
continually with the spirit 

of the one not yet de-
ceased, and this until the 
death of the latter, when 
they meet again and re-

unite and love each other 
more tenderly than before 

because in the spiritual 
world. 

Conjugial Love 321 

Charlie and Karen Cole 
Charlie Cole entered the 

spiritual world on May 18th. 
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real way that a person becomes the love that is the image or the likeness of God.... 
Through marriage a person becomes a form of love, and thus a form of heaven, which 
is the image and likeness of God” (Apocalpse Explained 984.2) 

Married love opens the minds of the two more and more deeply “and there is no 
other love that more intensely labors for these openings, or which more powerfully and 
easily opens the deeper levels of the minds than married love for the soul of each in-
tends it” (Married Love 302). 

The result is that by loving our partners we become more loving towards everyone 
we deal with—our children, coworkers, friends and neighbors. 

“When a person through marriage has become such love, the person is also in love 
to the Lord and in love towards the neighbor, and consequently in the love of every-
thing good and in the love of everything true. For all kinds of love come from a person 
who has become love” (Apocalpse Explained 993). 

“So far as a person has a chaste love for marriage so far the person is in every good 
love” (Apocalpse Explained 981).  “All heavenly and spiritual loves are derived from 
marriage love as offspring from their parent” (Secrets 
of Heaven 4277).   

The Lord wants us all to reach our highest poten-
tial, and we do that through a love for marriage.  The 
church, too, reaches its highest potential as a loving 
church through a growing love for marriage. 

5. Love of marriage attracts people. 
There once was gathering in the spiritual world 

where many people were hurrying to participate. It 
turned out that “they all hurried over there because they 
were having a conversation about married love, and this 
conversation drew the hearts of all with a kind of hid-
den force to it” (Married Love 316).  Consider the fact 
that marriages probably draw more new people to New 
Church services than any other events. And consider 
throughout the world how many people are attracted to 
movies, books and songs because they tell a story about 
true love.  Love, especially married love, is the most 
attractive force in the universe. “From marriage love 
angels have all their beauty” (Apocalpse Explained 1001). 

Part of the attraction of love is delight. Every love has its own delights or pleas-
ures, and marriage love has the greatest delights of all. “Into this love have been gath-
ered all joys and all delights, from the first to the last of them. All the delights a person 
feels, of whatever kind, have to do with his love…. Its delights surpass the delights of 
all other loves, and also that it gives delight to these other loves according as it is pre-
sent and at the same time united with them” (Married Love 68).  The potential for true 
love that lasts to eternity is one of the most delightful and attractive aspects of the New 
Church, one that has drawn and will continue to draw many people closer to the Lord as 
He now reveals Himself to the human race. 

The Marriage and  
Parenting Conference, 

February 2008 
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Matthew 18:20: 
 
For where two 
or three are 
gathered to-
gether in My 
name, there 
am I in the 
midst of them. 

 
 

Oh, No-Not Ev'n  
When First We Lov'd 
Thomas Moore, 1779-1852 

Oh, no-not ev'n when first we lov'd 
Wert thou as dear as now thou art; 
Thy beauty then my senses mov'd, 
But now my virtues bind my heart, 
What was but Passion's sigh before 

Has since been turn'd to Reason's vow; 
And, though I then might love thee more, 

Trust me, I love thee better now.  

Although my heart in earlier youth 
Might kindle with more wild desire, 

Believe me, it has gain'd in truth 
Much more than it has lost in fire. 

The flame now warms my inmost core 
That then but sparkled o'er my brow, 

And though I seem'd to love thee more, 
Yet, oh, I love thee better now.  

 
Does this 
count? 


